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Date of the Conference:    02/06/2016 

 

Venue:       An-Najah National University – Nablus-Palestine 

Organizer: EU-Project Coordinator office - An-Najah National University- STEP 

Project Coordinator. 

 
Participants: Students, representatives from the industrial sector, representatives from 

Palestinian and European Universities. (Annex II depicts the list of participants) 

 

Theme of the Conference program. (Annex I: Conference Agenda). 

 

Materials distributed: folders, bags, recording block notes, pens and pencils, 

hardcopies, presentations, posters, brochures, proceeding of abstracts, practice guide, 

newsletters, and benchmarking guide. 
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Purpose 

The Conference forms part of WP6: Raising awareness and support 

 

The aim of WP2 is to inform and shape public opinion about project activities, and to 

serve as a pilot experience and model for modernizing ILOs structures, method and 

strategies in Palestinian HEIs. To promote the project result and inform stakeholders. To 

encourage other HIEs and target group to take part in project activities. 

 

The overall aim of this conference is: Identifying the impact of academia on society from 

both economic and social perspectives and tools to assess this impact. 

Bringing together stakeholders working on scientific research, innovation and industry in 

Palestine and in the region to develop a shared vision on collaboration. 

Developing “a common area of dialogue” and strengthening the relationship between 

universities/research institutions and industry in general and on an individual basis 

between researchers and professionals in industry/business. 

Highlighting and supporting the existing mechanisms to achieve cooperation between the 

university and industry such as technology transfer and commercialization offices, 

technology incubators, and entrepreneurial support centers and others. 

Sharing different experiences, successes and failures (locally, regionally and globally) in 

this area. 

Discussing the policies, laws and regulations governing industry-academic relationship 

and potential modifications. 

Engaging the media in highlighting the importance of research and innovation in 

economic and social development and the value of strengthening university-society 

relationship. 

 

Outcome 

From the conference it is expected to: increase knowledge on how to extract the full value 

of university-industry linkages, how to foster collaborative innovation in firms and how to 

create an entrepreneurial university, develop skills through the conference’s executive 

education program, meet and network with those facing similar challenges, develop 

partnerships and projects with other conference participants through project 

development sessions.  

 

Executive Summary 

The present report summarizes the activities associated with the conference program held 

in An-Najah National University on "Strengthening University-Enterprise Linkages in 

Palestine"; The activity is a chance to  learning, making new and developing existing 

contacts as well as having a good time, gathering new knowledge and insights, learning 

new concepts.  

 

With International and local participation; An-Najah National University launched on 

Wednesday, June 2, 2016 ,in the hall of the  Korean Palestinian IT Institute of 

Excellence  , the conference covered a wide range of topics about innovation and the 

relationship between universities and the private sector through the five centers that have 

been established in the five Palestinian universities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip ; the 

mission of these centers is stimulating cooperation between universities and the private 

sector and helping students in their training and finding jobs, furthermore to encourage 

research  and innovation within the university, especially in cooperation with local 

companies and industry. The main focus of the conference is the challenges which are 

faced and the solutions found in the academic circles and the gained practices, the 
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conference’s main topics revolved around innovation practices, 

entrepreneurship ,cooperation between the universities and the private sector,  knowledge 

and technology transfer and case studies of innovative and collaborative leadership in 

Palestine and abroad. 

 

Participants from Palestine, the project Coordinator and the participants and resource 

persons from UNIBO, UA, and HTWK, involved in this conference activity. Participants 

acknowledged the organization and the implementation of the program. The all 

participated in the opening ceremony and gave blessings to the activities which were 

lasted for one full long day. 

 

1- Opening 

The opening session of the conference was attended by Dr. Mohammad El-Amleh, 

Assistant to the President for Academic Affairs; Dr. Nidal Jayyousi, Representative of the 

EU program "Erasmus Plus" in Palestine;  Dr. Imad Brik, Coordinator of the EU projects 

in An-Najah National University and the manager of STEP Project as well as Dr. Yahya 

Saleh, Director of Success Center for Innovation and Partnership (NaBIC);  the 

representatives of the partners universities  (the Palestinian and the European ones); the 

participants in the working papers at the conference, ; representatives from the private and 

governmental sector and civil society institutions, as well as a number of members of the 

administrative and teaching bodies at the university and  other students . 

 

In his speech, Dr. Mohammad El-Amleh  welcomed the participants at the university, 

said, "We established at  Al-Najah University partnership and Innovation Centre about 4 

years ago in order to combine academic experiences with businessmen experiences in 

Palestine, which promotes social and economic cohesion; It also promotes a culture of 

mutual cooperation by establishing a long-term  partnerships and research through the 

development of strategic and administrative thinking to increase the efficiency of local 

companies and to provide an appropriate environment for our aspirations in creativity and 

innovation for the interest of the Palestinian economy. 

He added, Dr. El-Amleh  "An Najah National University, which runs from the message 

and philosophy of community service has a lot of specialized scientific centers and 

researchers who are ready to provide all that is possible to consolidate this relationship 

and developing it for the public interest. 

 

On the other hand, Dr. Nidal Jayyousi;  Representative of the EU program "Erasmus" in 

Palestine has welcomed the attendees of the conference, and he gave a presentation about 

the Erasmus Plus program in Palestine and said that there were a number of obstacles 

facing the Palestinian labor market, that must be linked to education’s outcomes  and 

current  work reality, We try to do our best  through the program (Erasmus Plus) to 

qualify master students , promote scholarship programs, student exchange, and other 

cooperation with universities and the private sector, he also talked about the project STEP 

and its importance in addition to its impact that would leave and that the project will serve 

as a turning point in the field of programs a closer relationship between  the universities 

and the private sector in Palestine. 

 

In the same context, Dr. Imad Brik , Coordinator of the EU projects at An-Najah National 

University said "This conference aims to discuss the prospects of future cooperation 

between the Palestinian universities and the private sector; they will present working 

papers to conclude the findings and recommendations that will enhance the relationship 

between academic circles and industry . " He also provided a brief presentation about the 

"Tempus STEP" project, which aims to "strengthen the relationship between universities 
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and the private sector in Palestine." And talked about the importance of the industrial 

partnership centers that were established during the project and the importance of the 

competency building courses that have been held during the project period and the 

Palestinian Network for Creativity and knowledge transfer which was established to be a 

platform for dialogue to exchange experiences and good practices in cooperation between 

the universities and the institutions. 

 

2- Conference  Sessions 

The conference consisted of three sessions. The participants discussed in the first 

session broad topics related to innovation and technology transfer, intellectual 

property and Palestine Polytechnic University’s experience in this area as well as the 

University of Bologna’s experience in Italy in the field of academic and Industrial 

Cooperation.  That was followed by four presentations via the Video Conference for 

the project’s partners in Gaza, from which they talked about: a framework towards 

academia-industry partnership in Gaza strip, IUGIC's Contribution in Reconstructing 

the Industrial Sector,” Putting university expertise at work, UCAS Center of 

Innovations and Business Development – Achievements and Challenges, the role of 

the private sector in establishing relations with universities in Palestine 

 

The second session included important topics as : NCCI furniture cluster in collaboration 

with Al-Najah National university “faculty of fine arts”, Palestinian Entrepreneurial 

Universities, the Case Study of PPU ,Participatory Foresight and Open Innovation 

Processes as tools for promoting University-Business Cooperation ,Collaboration with 

Academia and Behavior towards the Community, A Case Study Of: Royal Industrial 

Trading Company – Hebron , Experiences of Hebron University-Industry Linkages 

Unit(HUILU) ,University –Business Cooperation Can Benefit All, Integration between 

Clusters, Business Support Organizations and Academia “Innovation centres” 

Experiences of An-Najah National University in Innovation and Partnerships via An-

Najah Business Innovation and Partnerships Center (NaBIC) ,Strengthening Cooperation 

with Industrial Sector through ETRERA 2020 Project 

 

The third session included discussion topics; bridging the Gap between Educational-

Industrial Sectors, a Case Study On: PPU Industrial Synergy Center , Academic 

Institution as Productive Unit, Shaping Social Innovation through User Experience: 

FLUX-3D as Strategic Tool for integrating Participatory Foresight in Business, Practical 

Insights from a local academic - industry mobility experience , Ibdaa, Entrepreneurship 

Success Story, Entrepreneurship Opportunities & Challenges, the 7 Cs of Success, 

Experiences of Sama Pharmaceuticals Company ,STEP Business Plan Competition 

winner, Electronic Smart Assist System for Blind People, and the winners of the best 

business plan presented the idea of their project on the electronic system intelligent to 

help the blind . Finally, the winners were honored and rewarded. 

 

Closing 

 The closing session for the conference included recommendations for both the public and 

the private sectors.  

 

Several important recommendations were raised such as: 

 

1 - The necessity, for those who are in charge of the higher educational sector  as well as 

the leaders and the experts in the universities and the organizations of the private sector, 

to realize the importance and the benefits of building and supporting an active partner-

relationship between them and its reflections on the performance and the outputs of both 
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parties. Besides, the necessity for each party to perform its role effectively in the 

activation of this relationship. 

2 - The necessity, for the universities to do their roles in the activation and development 

of their relationships with the organizations of the private sector through: 

 

 Effective marketing of the universities ‘programs and services widely and the use 

of multiple means. 

 The universities have to study and identify the requirements, needs and desires of 

the labor market from the outcomes of university. 

 The universities have to design their own visions, objectives, strategies and its 

academic programs according to the needs and requirements of the labor market. 

 Focusing on the practical application and the correlation between the theoretical 

and practical application of academic students in all specialized aspects needed by 

the private sector. 

 Effective participation of the representatives of the private sector (business 

organizations) in the university’s councils and scientific boards of colleges and 

departments in the universities. 

 Activating the role of consulting and research centers at universities and directing 

centers’ role by marketing it in accordance with the requirements of the business 

organizations of research and training programs and consulting experiences. 

 Effective contribution in the provision of studies and research, opinions and 

proposals which aim to treat any issues or problems faced by the private sector in 

the community. 

 Directing scientific research in the universities in various academic levels towards 

achieving the requirements of promoting the development and success of the 

private sector to play its role in this direction. 

 Organizing conferences, seminars and specialized workshops in developing the 

private sector. 

 

3 - The necessity, for the private sector to do its role in strengthening its relationship with 

the universities through: 

 

 Providing the universities with the required information about the needs of 

these organizations of specialized human resources, the required 

knowledge and skills as well as the information needed from consultation 

and specialized scientific research. 

 The Contribution of the universities in funding scientific research. 

 The Contribution of the universities in equipping laboratories, workshops 

and research centers with the required equipment, programs and 

capabilities to activate its performance. 

 Supporting and financing the students’ graduation projects in the 

university. 

 Supporting innovators and students ‘activities in the universities. 

 Active participation in conferences, seminars and workshops that are held 

at universities. 

 Contributing to the construction and equipping of some colleges and 

academic departments at universities. 

 Providing and facilitating the possibilities of scientific training for 

academic students in the private sector during the summer period in 

accordance with the system and the constraints which are agreed upon 

between the parties. 
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 The role of the private sector in providing active support to the activities of 

research and development at universities including funding some research 

projects, establishing and developing specialized research centers, 

scientific activities, preparing   prizes to be awarded for research projects, 

contributing to the provision of high-technology laboratory equipment. 

 Establishing a fund to support scientific research and development like the 

established specialized investment funds to support applied research 

projects for the benefit of private sector enterprises. 

 Establishing an information base about the centers and research units in 

the universities and other local entities which consists of research centers 

and determining their fields, potentials and roles as well as linking them to 

the private sector. 

 

At the end of the conference, certificates were distributed to the participants in the 

workshop. It is worth mentioning that the conference aims to determine the effect of the 

academic circles on the society from all points of view, and  combining the stakeholders 

who are working in scientific research, innovation and industry in Palestine and the 

region, to strengthen the relationship between universities, research institutions and 

industry, to highlight the existing mechanisms  to achieve  cooperation between the 

university the private sector, and to share  different experiences in that field, in addition to 

discussing the policies that govern the relationship between universities and the private 

sector as well as the involvement of the media in highlighting the importance of research 

and innovation in various areas of development. 

 

3- Training Program Evaluation 

The evaluation made by the participants who filled in and submitted to the organizers. 

The evaluation questionnaire (Annex III) reflects the benefits they gained from the 

conference. They all indicated that the quality of the conference was very high and 

admitted that it was a useful and relevant to their needs and expectations.  

 

 

Conference Evaluation Form Result: 

              
      
         

1. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the conference. 

 

 

 

      

 

2. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the exhibits area. 
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3. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the format of the 

conference (i.e.- morning sessions, breaks, lunch, afternoon 

sessions/breakouts). 

 

 

 

      

 

4. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the reception and 

breaks. 

 

 

 

      

 

5. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the facilities. 
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6. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the location of the 

conference. 

 

 

 

      

         

7. Overall, based on your total experience at the conference, will 

you attend or recommend someone else attend our new 

conferences? 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Please provide any comments you have on future conference locations, topics, speakers 

or general suggestions regarding the conference: 

 

1- Involving more students. 
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2- Some long sessions. 
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Annex I  

Agenda 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

                        CONFERENCE AGENDA 

STEP Final Conference 

“530626-TEMPUS-1-2012-1-PSTEMPUS-JPHES” 

“Strengthening University-Enterprise Linkages in Palestine Conference” 

Date : Thursday 
           2/6/2016 

Venue :  An-Najah National University -
New Campus,Korean Palestinian IT 
Institute of Excellence 

Time Slot Speaker Talk/Topic 

Opening  
09:30-10:00 Registration 

10:00 – 10:30 

Eng. Khalid Barham Welcoming 

Dr. Mohammad Amleh An-Najah National University  

Dr. Nidal Jayyousi Erasmus Plus Office in Palestine 

 EU Representative Office in Palestine 

10:30 – 10:45 
Dr. Imad Braik - Project 

Coordinator 
EU Tempus Project  STEP - Strengthening 
Universities-Enterprises Linkages in Palestine  

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

Session 1           Moderator: Eng Khalid Barham  

11:00 – 11:10 
Eng. Aref Herbawi 

PPUITTC 

Community-Driven Innovation in the Context 
of Quality and CSR; 
Experience of PPU Innovation and 
Technology Transfer Center 

11:10 – 11:20 

Andrea Gamberini & Erica 
Delucchi 

Alma Mater Studiorum - 
Università di Bologna 

Industry-University Collaborations in the 
European and National scenario - Good 
practices in the Bio economy area 

11:20 – 11:30 Dr.Mohammed Shabat 
A framework towards academia-industry 
partnership in Gaza strip 

11:30 – 11:40 
Dr.Nazmi Masri 
“IUGIC , IUG” 

IUGIC's Contribution in Reconstructing the 
Industrial Sector ,"Putting university expertise 
at work"   

11:40 – 11:50 
Dr.Mohammed Hatem Mushtaha 

“UCIBD,UCAS” 
UCAS Center of Innovations and Business 
Development – Achievements and Challenges 

11:50 – 12:00 
Dr.Maher Tabaa 

“PCCG” 
The role of the private sector in establishing 
relations with universities in Palestine 

12:00 – 12:15 Discussion 

12:15 – 12:30 Coffee Break 

Session 2          Moderator:Dr.Yahya Saleh 

12:30 – 12:40 
Mr.Issam abu Zaid 

“NCCI” 
NCCI furniture cluster in collaboration with Al-
Najah National university " faculty of fine arts " 

12:40 – 12:50 
Mrs.Razan Awawdeh 

“PPU" 
Palestinian Entrepreneurial Universities, 
The Case Study of PPU 



 

17 

 

12:50 – 13:00 
Dr. Mario Guillo 

“University of Alicante “ Spain 

Participatory Foresight and Open Innovation 
Processes as tools for promoting University-
Business Cooperation 

13:00 – 13:10 
Eng. Imad Rjoub  

Royal Industrial Trading 
Company, Hebron - Palestine 

Collaboration with Academia and Behavior 
towards the Community, A Case Study Of: 
Royal Industrial Trading Company - Hebron 

13:10 – 13:20 
Eng.Ahmad Ghayyada 

“HUILU,HU” 
Experiences of Hebron University-Industry 
Linkages Unit(HUILU) 

13:20 – 13:30 
Eng. Yousef Alamour, Alamour 

Industrial and Trading Co. 
University –Business Cooperation Can Benefit 
All 

13:30 – 13:40 
Eng. Mahmoud AbuAmireh 

“PSDCP” 

Integration between Clusters, Business 
Support Organizations and Academia 
“Innovation centres” 

13:40 – 13:50 
Dr.Yahya Saleh 
“NaBIC , ANNU 

Experiences of An-Najah National University 
in Innovation and Partnerships via An-Najah 
Business Innovation and Partnerships Center 
(NaBIC) 

13:50 – 14:00 

Dr.Imad Ibrik 
“Energy Research Center 

Director, ANNU” 
 

Strengthening Cooperation with Industrial 
Sector Through ETRERA 2020 Project 

14:00 – 15:00 Lunch 

          Session 3           Moderator: Eng Shadi Swalha 

15:00 – 15:10 
Eng. Makawi Hraiz 

“PPU” 

Bridging the Gap between Educational-
Industrial Sectors 
A Case Study On: PPU Industrial Synergy 
Center 

15:10 – 15:20 
Dr.Hani Qusa 

“UCAS” 
Academic Institution as Productive Unit 

15:20 – 15:30 
Prof.Jose Enrique Bas Amoros  
“University of Alicante “ Spain 

Shaping Social Innovation through User 
Experience: FLUX-3D as Strategic Tool for 
integrating Participatory Foresight in 
Business. 

15:30 – 15:40 
Eng .Shadi Swalha 

“ANNU” 
Practical Insights from a local academic - 
industry mobility experience 

15:40 – 15:50 
Eng. Alaa Istaiteyeh 

“Ibdaa” 
 

Ibdaa, Entrepreneurship Success Story 

15:50 – 16:00 
Eng.Khaled Barham 

“KPITIE Director,ANNU” 
Entrepreneurship 
Opportunities & Challenges 

16:00 – 16:10 
Dr.Adeeb Saify 

“Sama Pharmaceuticals 
Company” 

The 7 Cs of Success, Experiences of Sama 
Pharmaceuticals Company 

16:10 – 16:20 

Eng. Abed Alrahman Barmil, 
Eng. Ahmad Altamimi,  
Eng. Ahmad Fararjeh 

Supervisor: Dr. Ramzi Qawasma 
“PPU” 

STEP Business Plan Competition winner , 
Electronic Smart Assist System for Blind 
People 

16:20 – 16:30 Conclusions & Recommendations 

www.step-tempus.net 

http://www.step-tempus.net/
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Annex III 

Evaluation  
 

 

Conference Evaluation Form 

 
Please help us make our conferences better next years by filling out this short 
questionnaire.  

              
 

8. Please provide any comments you have on future conference locations, topics, speakers or 
general suggestions regarding the conference: 

 
 

 
 
   

  very 
satisfied 

satisfied     very 
dissatisfied 

         
1. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the conference. 
 


 

      

2. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the exhibits area. 
 

 
 

      

3. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the format of the 
conference (i.e.- morning sessions, breaks, lunch, afternoon 
sessions/breakouts). 
 

 

 

      

4. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the reception and 
breaks: 
 

 
 

      

5. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the facilities. 
 

 
 

      

6. Please rate your overall satisfaction with the location of the 
conference. 
 

 
 

      

        
7. Overall, based on your total experience at the conference, will 
you attend or recommend someone else attend our new 
conferences? 

        

 


