
Workshop title: Partnerships between Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and 
Local Industries

Place: Ramallah Chamber of Commerce 

Date: 29th August, 2013 at 10.00 am.

Participants from An-Najah National University: 

1. Dr.Yahya Saleh, Director of An-Najah Business Innovation & 
Partnerships Center (NaBIC), Presented.

2. Dr.Ahmad Ramahi, Faculty of Engineering, An-Najah National 
University, Attendant.

Workshop Summary

This workshop chiefly aimed at enhancing the concept of partnership between 
the HEIs the local industrial sector in Palestine. To this end, participants from 
both An-Najah National University and Birzeit University, and representatives 
from local industries, namely, unions, chambers of commerce and others, met to 
discuss the importance and benefits of the prospective partnerships between 
them.

Dr. Yahya Saleh, presented the experience of An-Najah National University’s 
partnerships with local industrial market, where he pointed that recently, under 
STEP-Tempus project, the university has been started establishing an Industry 
Liaison Office (ILO) to institutionalize the linkages and partnerships with the 
private sector. He added that this center is called An-Najah Business Innovation 
and Partnerships Center (NaBIC), located in the Faculty of Engineering. In 
addition, Dr.Saleh presented the perception of An-Najah’s administration 
towards partnerships, where this perception is based on the philosophy of win-
win relation with private sector. He also talked about the expected mutual 
benefits as well as the obstacles and challenges towards robust relationships.

Workshop Output:

Participants from HEIs and local industrial sector agreed that the concept of 
partnership is still immature and there are non-institutionalized relations here 
and there in this regard. Eventually, they assured that more efforts should be 
exerted by both the HEIs and the local industries to build for sustainable 
relations. Besides, attendees agreed that HEIs need local industries and vice 
versa. Hence, there should be more efforts towards building more trust between 



these two parties. Compared to other universities in Palestine, An-Najah’s 
experience proved to be the best in this regard, where people admired the 
content of Dr.Saleh’s presentation and the model he suggested for having 
sustainable partnerships with industries. He received many questions, comments 
and remarks where he cooperated with Dr.Ahmad Ramahi to answer such 
enquiries. 

Recommendation and Feedback

The workshop was successful, where it brought two universities form HEI’s 
together with industrial unions and local industries. It was of great benefit for 
me to be there and present our experience at An-Najah; the establishment of 
NaBIC. 

Recommendation: Start organizing a similar workshop at An-Najah to get more 
feedback from local market and private sector on their exact needs and on the 
shape of the partnership they are looking for. Moreover, we need to discuss with 
them the obstacles and challenges towards building reliable and sustainable 
partnerships with them. More specifically, we should work on building more 
mutual trust between An-Najah and the private sector via fostering the culture of 
a win-win institutionalized partnership. 

Partnership was one of three components of a Tempus project undertaken by 
Faculties of Engineering at An-Najah and Birzeit Universities, where the other 
two components are related to commencing a joint master program in 
sustainable engineering in Birzeit University and the last component concerns 
about assessing the reality of engineering graduates employability in local 
industrial market.


